Jb u/!"d/u:f"bl AV Ubft

Wi V'
Abstract

The objective behind the creation of Pakistan was to establish an
Islamic State based on the principles of freedom, equity, tolerance and
social justice. In this state, security was granted to the non-Muslims to live
according to their belief and creed. They were also given opportunity to
promote their culture.

The Objective Resolution which was passed on March 12, 1949,
always remained a preamble of every constitution of Pakistan. In this
Constitutional Document, religious minorities were assured about their
basic rights and religious freedom. In all the constitutions of Pakistan, they
were given human and religious rights. They are free to practice their own
religion and free to opt any profession. In the matter of justice, they are
equally treated. If some one violated the rights of the minorities or commits
agression against them, he is liable to be punished by the law. They can
take part in the politics in National and Provincial Assemblies. They have
their representation in parliament. They can enjoy equal benefits from the
State. They can enjoy equal facilities of eduction and health services. They
can join Army and other departments of the government. They are free to
celebrate their festivals and live according to their own culture. Islamic
State of Pakistan provides them full protection of life and property . Due to
tolerance and equality on the part of muslim majority, religious minorities
of Pakistan are enjoying peaceful and prosperous life.
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Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Governor General designate of
Pakistan, at a press conference on July 14,1947 in New Delhi assured the
minorities in the Pakistan dominion that they would have protection with
regard to their religion, faith, life, property and culture.!
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Liaquat Ali Khan stated that "A non-Muslim could be at the head of
administration of an Islamic state. Non-muslims, he said, would be
welcomed into the government services of Pakistan, and the guarantees
which were being given to them were much more comprehensive than those
extented to the Muslims in the Dominion of India".
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Freedom to profess religion and to manage religious institution.

Subject to law, public order and morality:-

(@) every citizen shall have the right to profess, practise and propagate his
religion; and

(b) every religious denomination and every sect thereof shall have the
right to establish, maintain and manage its religious institutions.

21. Safeguard against taxation for purposes of any particular religion.
No person shall be compelled to pay any special tax the proceeds of

which are to be spent on the propagatlon or maintenance of any rehglon

other than his own.

22. Safeguard as to educational institutions in respect of religion, etc,

(1) No person attending any educational institution shall be required to
receive religious instruction , or take part in any religious ceremony,
or attend religious worship, if such instruction, ceremony or worship
relates to a religion other than his own.

(2) In respect of any religious institution, there shall be no discrimination
against any community in the granting of exemption or concession in -
relation to taxation.

(3) Subject to law:

(a) no religious community or denomination shall be prevented from
providing religious instruction for pupils of that community or
denomination in any educational institution maintained wholly by that
community or denomination; and

(b) no citizen shall be denied admission to any educanonal institution
receiving aid from public revenues on the ground only of race,
religion, caste or place of birth.

(4) Nothing in this article shall prevent any public authority from making
provision for the advancement of any socially or educationally
backward class of citizens.!”
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With ever increasing religious intolerance against the non-Muslim

religious minorities, Pakistan remains one of the most glarmg examples of
religious intolerance in the world."®
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